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Vision of a Healthy Temple  

4ÈÉÓ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 4ÁÎÎÉÓÈÏ ÏÒ Ȱ! 2ÅÃÏÒÄ ÉÎ 

,ÁÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ $ÉÖÅÒÇÅÎÃÅÓȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 

authentic sayings compiled by Yuien bo in the 13th 

century.  As a minister or layperson, I find it helpful 

to remind us that even though we find teachers that 

ÒÅÌÁÙ ÔÈÅ "ÕÄÄÈÁȭÓ 4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÅÌÌȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ 

their teaching.  As Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, we are 

not followers of individuals, but are moved by 

!ÍÉÄÁ "ÕÄÄÈÁȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ, which then moves us away 

from our own working or efforts to a life of 

authenticity and appreciation through Nembutsu 

recitation.  Do you say Nembutsu or Namu Amida 

Butsu when you take something for granted or see a 

flaw in yourself?  Do you say it when you find you 

are more into yourself than acting for the benefit of 

everyone? 

As we contemplate the feeling of our hearts as Jodo 

Shinshu Buddhists, what is your idea of a healthy 

temple?  I think about this question all the time.  Do 

you?  Do you have a physical unit of measurement?  

) ÔÈÉÎË ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÕÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÔÅÍÐÌÅȭÓ 

membership as an indicator of health, or the 

financial numbers.  Is there a system to weigh the 

fleeting heart?  When taking this into consideration 

you might look at the donations of Dana that come 

into the temple.  Donations of Dana are important 

for our individual growth.  They are made when 

there are moments in our individual lives that we 

celebrate not just with family and friends, but in 

appreciation for the Buddha, the Teachings, and the 

Temple that makes you realize how meaningful the 

moment really is.  When we know that everything 

from the moment we are conceived is a gift, we 

ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

temple for receiving this teaching.  There are also 

many people that look to the past, and model their 
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For myself, I do not have even a single disciple. For if I brought people to say the Nembutsu 

through my own efforts, then they might be my disciples. But it is indeed preposterous to call 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ȰÍÙ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȱ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÍÂÕÔÓÕ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Ôhe working of Amida.  

 

- Tannisho 6 
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vision for the future.  These are all valid forms of 

measure, but I feel you would have to ask yourself 

Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á *ÏÄÏ 3ÈÉÎÓÈÕ 

4ÅÍÐÌÅȩȱ 

It has been almost 15 years since Reverend Hosho 

Shindo passed.  It is unfortunate, but I never knew 

him in a state of health.  I use this as an inspiration 

and template for ministry.  Work hard, accept 

others, and say what needs to be said.  He once gave 

Á ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÔÅÍÐÌÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ 

but a place of worship.  He then said saying the 

nembutsu is like catching fireflies in a jar.  One 

gives off a beautiful light, but as you continue to 

collect these amazing and wonderful insects, the 

cumulative light allows us to see through the 

darkness. At the time, I would reflect on my path.  

Even though my heart had already changed through 

Nembutsu recitation, I thought I would have to 

continue to reflect on its importance within.  The 

ÆÉÒÅÆÌÙȭÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÔÏÏ ÓÈÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ 

effect of Nembustu, if I tried to hold onto it, as if in a 

confined space like a jar, it will die or fade even 

quicker. So, I constantly tried being mindful, saying 

Namu Amida Butsu to keep inspired and connected, 

thinking the more Nembutsu, the brighter the jar.  

-ÁÙÂÅ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÅ !ÍÉÄÁȭÓ 

Nembutsu and continue on an individual path, but 

as we look to the temple, I now believe Shindo 

Sensei was saying something different. Or the 

message just changed for me. 

One day, I remember setting up for a service being 

in pain behind the Gardena Naijin, and I said it.  

Then I heard an echo.  I was shocked, because of it 

was so clear and said spontaneously. When I looked 

in the Hondo there was no one there.  Then Shindo 

Sensei appeared from a crouched position on the 

Naijin.  Hearing him moved me.  I always thought 

about how no matter how much physical pain I was 

in, it was nowhere as much as his.  He worked so 

hard every day.  He was patient, kind, and 

understanding with a vision. 

A Jodo Shinshu Temple is vital and should be filled 

with Nembutsu followers.  As I think of the health 

of our temple, it is not how often we say Nembutsu, 

ÂÕÔ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÂÙ !ÍÉÄÁ "ÕÄÄÈÁȭÓ 

Vow and then say Nembutsu.  The more people that 

come together in the jar, the more we can learn 

about ourselves in a safe and compassionate 

environment.  We may get upset, but we have to 

really remind ourselves why Jodo Shinshu is right 

for us and share it with others. 

A healthy temple knows no one is perfect.  With this 

in mind, we accept support from others and can 

truly appreciate the compassion they give.  This 

place of worship, our temple is truly the home we 

need, and not just a place or building for learning.  

Make it your home. You are the host.  When people 

ÃÏÍÅȟ ÓÁÙ Ȱ7%,#/-% (/-%Ȧȱ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȢ  

The safety of a home is shared with everyone.  

Remind everyone not to just use the temple, but 

take care of their home and extended family.  What 

is your vision oÆ Á (ÅÁÌÔÈÙ 4ÅÍÐÌÅȩ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË 

together as a Community, a Family, a Temple. 

GASSHO 

WELCOME HOME!!!    

NAMO AMIDA BUTSU 

Rev. Kory Quon   

 

 

 

  

SenseiÊs Message continuedÒ 
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Happy Spring! 

(ÏÐÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÉÎÄÓ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÌÌȢ )ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÂÕÓÙ 

March at the temple.  

First of all, most recently we had Hanamatsuri 

ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÉÄÄÈÁÒÔÈÁȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ $ÈÁÒÍÁ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 

did an excellent job with the flowers for the 

Hanamido and presentation. At the same time, 

we had four families celebrating their 

Hatsumairi. Hana, George, Wren and Aiko 

×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÍÐÌÅȦ )ÔȭÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ 

with us.  

Next, we had the Cub Scout Pine Wood Derby. 

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ Ȭ*ÏÅ "ÅÌÌÉȭÓ 'ÁÒÁÇÅȭ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ φυ 

super-fast and wildly designed cars racing 

down the track. A couple of days later we 

hosted the Girl Scout Powder Puff derby with 

at least 33 entries of their own (although I 

think the GS cars had better paint jobs). It was 

a good time for everyone. Thank you to Joe 

Belli and everyone involved putting on an 

exciting race night for both events!  

3ÁÎÇÈÁ 4ÅÅÎÓ ÓÏÌÄ ÔÁÓÔÙ #ÈÅØ ÍÉØ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 

ÇÅÔ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÁÎÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÏÕÔ ÎÅØÔ 

time! 

)ȭÍ ÓÏ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÅÍÐÌÅ 

has going on, and I look forward to seeing you 

all at these events! Remember to check our 

Ȭ×ÅÅËÌÙ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇÓȭ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ 

is happening at our temple!  

With Gratitude and In Gassho, 

 

Jon Ito 

Temple President  
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Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple  BWA Memorial Service   

Buddhist WÏÍÅÎȭÓ Association (BWA) co-president Margo Oku 

chaired the Memorial Service, and she and Phyllis Hayashibara read 

the names of the 124 BWA members who have passed away.  Guest 

speaker Rev. Ellen Hamada Crane of OCBC presented a well-

illustrated history of Eshinni-Sama and Kakushinni-Sama, wife and 

daughter of the founder of the Jodo Shinshu sect, Shinran Shonin.   

She shared many rare photographs not only of Lady Takeko Kujo, but 

of her sister-in-law, Kazuko (Kujo) Ohtani.  They both co-founded the 

"ÕÄÄÈÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ρωπτȟ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

&ÕÊÉÎËÁÉȢ   ,ÁÄÙ 4ÁËÅËÏȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ /ÈÔÁÎÉ +ÏÓÏÎȟ ÏÒ -ÏÎÓÈÕ 

-ÙÏÎÙÏȠ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ /ÈÔÁÎÉ +ÏÚÕÉȟ ÏÒ -ÏÎÓÈÕ +ÙÏÎÙÏȢ  +ÁÚÕËÏ +ÕÊÏ ÈÁÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ,ÁÄÙ 4ÁËÅËÏȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ 

/ÈÔÁÎÉ +ÏÚÕÉȠ ,ÁÄÙ 4ÁËÅËÏ /ÈÔÁÎÉ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ +ÁÚÕËÏȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ "ÁÒÏÎ 9ÏÓÈÉÍÕÎÅ +ÕÊÏ ÉÎ ρωπωȢ 

Lady Takeko Kujo wrote poetry, plays, and gathas, 

which helped fund her charitable work. She sent care 

packages to soldiers in the Russo-Japan War or 1904  - 

1905, and helped families who lost fathers and sons.  

3ÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ +ÙÏÔÏ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÉÎ ρωςπȟ Ångaged 

in social welfare work in Tokyo slums, assisted the 

injured and orphaned after the Great Tokyo earthquake 

of 1923, and established the Asoka Hospital in Tokyo.  

In 1928, Lady Takeko Kujo succumbed to blood 

poisoning and passed away at age 42.  Her memorial 

day, February 7, is known as Kisaragi-ki. 

 

*ÕÌÉÁ 5ÅÄÁ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÔÈÁȟ 3ÅÉÙÁ ɉȰ3ÔÁÒÒÙ .ÉÇÈÔȱɊȟ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ ,ÁÄÙ 4ÁËÅËÏ 

Kujo about her Buddhist faith, evoking infinite Buddhas, as numerous as 

grains of sand or stars in the night sky.  Rev. Crane also showed a video of 

a visiting student choir from JÁÐÁÎ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ Ȱ3ÅÉÙÁȱ ÁÔ /#"#Ȣ 

BWA members generously contributed to an otoki buffet of chirashi, 

osushi, tsukemono, casseroles, salads, fruit, and vegetables; and cakes, 

cookies, jellos, lemon bars, and chocolates for dessert.  Eighteen lunches 

were packed up and delivered by BWA to those who were unable to attend 

in person.  Thank you to all the cooks, bakers, and drivers!  
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Visiting Yuri Amamoto  

On February 21, eleven BWA ladies 

carpooled to Atherton in Alhambra to 

ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ 9ÕÒÉ !ÍÁÍÏÔÏȭÓ ωτÔÈ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȢ  

3ÅÖÅÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 9ÕÒÉȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÔ ÔÈÅ 

BWA ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 9ÕÒÉȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒÓ 

Alene and Alicia, son Andy, and their 

spouses and grandchildren.  Friends and 

family members enjoyed apple pie, cream 

puffs, and a fruit tart, with coffee and tea.  

Yuri opened many gifts from the BWA, 

including homemade blankets and scarves, 

sembe, Girl Scout cookies, Sumo mandarins, 

and cans of ginger ale.  Happy Birthday, 

Yuri! 

 

Surf and Turf Fundraiser at Nishi  

At the Surf n Turf fundraiser at Nishi Betsuin on March 7, 

June Fujioka, Barbara Fukuji, Phyllis Hayashibara, Ayako 

Masada, Judy Nawa, Linda Oshinomi, Vicki and Carey 

Tokirio ordered salmon and/or beef bento that came 

with miso green beans, rice, tsukemono, and kurimanju.  

Nishi prepared over 700 bento for this event! Cakes, pies, 

and cookies were also sold at their bake sale.  Mrs. Esther 

Quon scored a $20 Boston Cream Pie for only $10, which 

she generously offered to Venice Hongwanji for after 

service refreshments on Sunday.   Itadakimashita!  

Arigatou gozaimasu!  Bingo winners from VHBT included 

June Fujioka, Barbara Fukuji, Judy Nawa (three times), 

and Carey Tokirio.  A friendly gentleman from West LA 

named Ron Kato also won, and bought us all bingo sheets, 

so we could keep playing.  It was a pleasure to see Rev. 

George and Mrs. Kay Matsubayashi there; they picked up 

their bento on their way home from another event. 

 

 

BWA continuedÒ 
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BWA Meeting s 

BWA members are getting accustomed to meeting in person at the Temple every month after Sunday 

service. 15 BWA members attended the meeting on March 15, which is about the same number of 

members who used to attend virtually  via Zoom on Tuesday evenings.   

Future Sunday meetings: May 3, June 7, July 5, maybe a meeting in August if needed, September 6, 

October 11 (FBWA Conference in San Diego: Oct 2 ɀ 4), November 8, and December Bonenkai (TBA). 

Looking Ahead  

Sunday, May 31: BWA Toban for Dana Delivery 

Monday, June 1: LACMA: Realms of the Dharma: Buddhist Art Across Asia 

Saturday, October 31: Chirashi sale 

 

 

BWA Presidents Margo Oku and Vicki 

Tokirio present a gift of appreciation to 

outgoing BWA President Linda 

Oshinomi during Shinnenkai in January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               )ÔȭÓ Á 5#,! ÏÎÅÎÊÕȦ  

BWA continuedÒ 
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 The first few months of 2026 have 

been very busy for our Dharma 

School.  

On February 1st, Julia Ueda and 

Emily Kariya held Dharma School 

classes about Impermanence.

 

On February 8th, Dharma School 

hosted a Scout Sunday breakfast and 

service. Roughly 80-90 people 

attended, including families from 

multiple Girl Scout and Boy Scout 

troops/packs. Our Dharma School 

staff provided yummy food from 

2ÕÔÔȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÏËÅÄ ÅÇÇÓȟ bacon, 

and sausage. Cub Pack 79 brought 

various pastries to round out the 

meal.

 

After breakfast, everyone attended 

our Scout Sunday service, with guest 

speaker Rev. Ellen Crane, who 

presented an interesting talk about 

her visit to historic Buddhist sites in 

India; she even got to see the Dalai 

Lama on her trip! 
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Girl Scouts from Troop 5325 led the 

service ɀ Leah Matsubayashi was our 

organist, and a group of Brownies 

were chairpersons. The Brownies 

were working on their Padma 

awards and had made obutsudans 

under the guidance of Joe Belli. Their 

obutsudans were dedicated by Rev. 

Kory during the service.

 

We thank these Girls Scouts for their 

leadership, as well as our Dharma 

School staff and persons-in-charge 

Barbara Fukuji and Tom Yamaguchi 

for preparing breakfast for everyone.  

On February 21st, we held our first 

+ÉÄÓȭ #ÌÕÂ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȠ ÔÈÅ 

ÔÈÅÍÅ ×ÁÓ Ȱ3ÈÉÎÓÈÕ +-Pop Demon 

(ÕÎÔÅÒÓȢȱ !ÂÏÕÔ χπ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄȟ 

and the kids enjoyed making crafts 

decorated with the Demon Hunter 

characters. They also hunted for 

ȰÄÅÍÏÎȱ ÉÍÁÇÅÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÍÐÌÅȟ 

ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ.ÁÍÕ !ÍÉÄÁ "ÕÔÓÕȱ ×ÈÅÎ 

finding them. The evening was 

capped with a big potluck dinner. 

Thank you to Jan Ozaki for taking 

charge of this event. 

On February 22nd, we held our 

annual Pet Memorial service. 

Participants were able to remember 

their pets with a candlelight 

ceremony, remembrance cards and 

photos. After the service, there were 

refreshments, which included pet-

themed goodies. 

That same day, Judy Hopfield 

represented our Dharma School as a 

ÇÕÅÓÔ ÁÔ #ÕÂ 0ÁÃË χωȭÓ "ÌÕÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÌÄ 

event. Thank you to the Pack for a 

lively evening and a marvelous 

dinner. 

Dharma School continuedÒ 
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On February 28th, Rev. Kory and 

Dharma School teachers Jan Ozaki, 

Julia Ueda and Judy Hopfield 

attended an SDDSTL mini workshop 

and meeting at Vista Buddhist 

Temple. It was fun and informative, 

and we thank Vista for hosting. 

On March 8th, classes on Ohigan 

were led by Judy Hopfield and Emily 

Kariya. 

Three weeks later, on March 28th, we 

held our Kids Club #2 event; the 

ÔÈÅÍÅ ×ÁÓ Ȱ(ÁÎÁÍÁÔÓÕÒÉȢȱ !ÂÏÕÔ ςπ 

kids participated, including a group 

ÆÒÏÍ 4ÒÏÏÐ υσςυȭÓ 0ÁÄÍÁ "ÒÏ×ÎÉÅÓȟ 

who were just finishing up their 

requirements to earn their Padma 

awards. In addition to attending 

service led by Rev. Kory, the children 

enjoyed decorating our Hanamido 

with flowers, as well as making treat-

filled butterfly crafts and beautiful 

globe-shaped dioramas depicting 

ÂÁÂÙ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 3ÉÄÄÈÁÒÔÈÁ ÉÎ ,ÕÍÂÉÎÉȭÓ 

garden. As always, the evening ended 

with a big potluck feast. Thanks once 

again to Jan Ozaki for organizing all 

the activities for the evening. 

The next day, our Dharma School 

took charge of our floral displays and 

bouquets for our Hanamatsuri 

service and also facilitated our 

annual Hatsumairi ceremony. This 

year, there were four children who 

participated in the ceremony: Aiko 

Brown Guimond, George Aki Ogawa, 

Hana Gurung Sharp and Wren Olivia 

Tallman. 

 

Dharma School continuedÒ 
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The Tuesday Toddler playdates continue, now as an official part of Dharma School, led by 

new assistant Dharma School teacher, Shawn Heyl.  The playdates begin with an arts and 

craft session or story led by Shawn. Then the children go upstairs to the Matsubayashi 

Family Room to play.  This is followed by a short service, led by Rev. Kory, and then a 

sumptuous potluck lunch brought by the parents and grandparents. 

2ÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ -ÒÓȢ +ÁÙȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ 

with crowns and a birthday cake and singing.  The 

toddlers created a butterfly Happy Birthday card for 

Mrs. Kay.  On a subsequent playday, Mrs. Kay brought 

over her butterfly case, which included a caterpillar 

who was ready to become a cocoon.  When the 

butterfly emerges from his cocoon, the children will 

ÁÇÁÉÎ ÖÉÓÉÔ -ÒÓȢ +ÁÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ Ȱ&ÌÙ &ÌÙ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ "ÕÔÔÅÒÆÌÙȢȱ

Tuesday Playdates 
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 On March 15th, our Buddhist Education 

Committee took charge of our annual 

Spring Ohigan service and otoki. Thank 

you to our BEC members for all their work 

in facilitating this event. 

The committee will also facilitate an April 

11th seminar about the experiences and 

harm caused by incarceration of Japanese 

American families during World War II. 

The seminar keynote speaker will be 

incarceration redress activist, Kay Ochi, 

and the guest speaker will be 

producer/filmmaker, Barbara Kagawa 

Shore. 

A recap of the seminar will appear in the 

next issue of the Gassho News. 

 

 

2026 Memorial Service 

Schedule by Years 
 

Memorial services for those who 

passed away in the following years:  

2025: 1 year 

2024: 3 year 

2020: 7 year 

2014: 13 year 

2010: 17 year 

2002: 25 year 

1994: 33 year 

1977: 50 year 
 

Painting the Elephant for Hanamatsuri 



VHBT Gassho ɀ Spring 2026 Page 12 

 

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

12371 Braddock Drive, Culver City, CA 90230 

The Venice, Nishi, and West Los Angeles (WLA) 

Jr. YBA chapters came together in a wonderful 

spirit of fellowship and tradition to host 

Seminar 2, centered on the meaningful theme of 

Obon. The event brought together members for 

a day filled with learning, creativity, and 

connection, all rooted in the rich cultural and 

spiritual significance of Obon. 

Throughout the day, participants engaged in a 

variety of interactive workshops that celebrated 

both the fun and the meaning behind Obon 

traditions. Members enjoyed classic Obon 

games that sparked laughter and camaraderie, 

while arts and crafts sessions allowed everyone to express their creativity through lantern and fan decorating. 

4ÈÅÓÅ ÈÁÎÄÍÁÄÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȭÓ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 

traditional odori dances, inÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓ ÌÉËÅ Ȱρ Ϲ ρȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÆÁÎ ÄÁÎÃÅȱȟ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ 

actively participate in this cherished cultural practice. 

One of the most memorable moments of the seminar was the icebreaker activity, where members collaborated to 

create a quilt reflecting their favorite parts of Obon. Each piece of the quilt told a unique story, and together they 

formed a vibrant representation of shared experiences, memories, and appreciation for the tradition. The quilt was 

hung in the Social Hall throughout the day, serving as a meaningful visual reminder of the significance of Obon and 

the connections shared during the seminar. 

The seminar also provided meaningful opportunities for reflection through Dharma messages from Rev. Takata 

ÁÎÄ 2ÅÖȢ +ÏÒÙȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ /ÂÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȟ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÄÅÅÐÅÎ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ 

understanding of honoring ancestors, expressing gratitude, and recognizing the interconnectedness of all beings. 

As the day transitioned into evening, members were treated to a special dinner prepared by Mr. Joe Belli, who 

generously made his world-famous udon dashi. The warm, comforting meal was enjoyed by all and added to the 

sense of community that defined the seminar. 

4ÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÊÏÙÆÕÌ /ÂÏÎ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ 7,!ȭÓ "ÉÎÇÏ (ÁÌÌȢ 3ÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÔÅÒÎÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ 

crafted earlier in the day, members formed a circle and danced together, celebrating tradition, friendship, and 

gratitude. It was a beautiful and fitting end to a day that truly embodied the spirit of Obon. 

Seminar 2 was a meaningful and memorable experience for all involved, strengthening connections between the 

Venice, Nishi, and WLA Jr. YBA chapters while honoring the traditions that bring us together.  
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On the last weekend of March, Sangha Teens 
hosted the Chex Mix Fundraiser. On 
Saturday, we got together to make the Chex 
mix, and on Sunday, we handed it out to 
everyone and sold the extras after the 
Hanamatsuri Service. We would like to thank 
everyone who bought the Chex mix and 
supported the Sangha Teens. 
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Powder Puff Derby
 

  

  

 

 

 A new award this year was 

ÔÈÅ Ȱ+Á×ÁÉÉȱ !×ÁÒÄ ɉÏÒ 

Cutest Award) given by the 

4ÅÍÐÌÅȭÓ 3ÁÎÇÈÁ 4ÅÅÎÓȢ  

The members of the Sangha 

Teens who were present 

selected the winner.  

Sangha Teen co-president, 

Kami Nobuyuki, presented 

the award certificate to 

Daisy Josephine Netter. As 

part of the prize, Josephine 

will get a free shave ice at 

ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÇÈÁ 4ÅÅÎȭÓ ÓÈÁÖÅ ÉÃÅ 

booth at Obon and her car 

will be on display. 

4ÒÏÏÐ υσςυȭÓ 0Ï×ÄÅÒ 0ÕÆÆ Derby was held on 

March 16, 2026, at the Temple.   The race was 

officially started 

by Temple 

president, Jon 

Ito, who greeted 

everyone and 

wished good 

luck to all the 

contestants.   

Most of the cars were built at Joe 

"ÅÌÌÉȭÓ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςρȟ 

2026.
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World Thinking Day 

On March 20, 2026, Brownies and Daisies from Troop 5325 joined other troops from the Marina Service 

Unit (MSU) to celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Thinking Day.  World Thinking Day was 

established for Girl Scouts and Girl Guides from over 150 countries around the world to embrace 

ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Îȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ȰÓÉÓÔÅÒÓȱȟ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȢ  7ÏÒÌÄ 4ÈÉÎËÉÎÇ 

Day is officially February 22, the birthday of both Lord Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scout 

movement, and Lady Olave Baden-Powell, his wife. 

!Ô ÔÈÅ -35ȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ 4ÈÉÎËÉÎÇ $ÁÙȟ 

troops each selected a country to 

celebrate.  Troop 5325 chose 

Mexico and waved Mexican flags in 

ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÁÄÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÓÁÎÇ Ȱ$Å 

#ÏÌÏÒÅÓȱ ÉÎ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

performance time, and provided 

Mexican themed-crafts, and goodies 

to sample, including vegetarian 

chicharrónes and horchata. 

When asked about their favorite 

international food that they 

sampled, some of the Scouts said: 

Ɇ Sahanna, Maia, and Monica ɀ 

Blue lemonade from Korea 

Ɇ Zena ɀ Brigadeiros from Brazil 

Ɇ Shiny ɀ Vegetarian 

chicharrónes from Mexico 

Ɇ Sarah ɀ Horchata from Mexico 

At the closing ceremony, all the 

Scouts joined hands in a circle of 

sisterhood. 

 

  

Girl Scouts continuedÒ 
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Padma Award  
The Brownies (2nd and 3rd 

ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓɊ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4ÅÍÐÌÅȭÓ 'ÉÒÌ 

Scout Troop 5325 have 

almost completed the 

requirements to receive the 

Padma Award.  The Padma 

Award is the Buddhist 

Churches of America's 

course on the fundamentals 

of Buddhism. A Scout does 

not have to be Buddhist to 

take the course.  There are eleven (11) Scouts 

from Troop 5325 taking the course. 

For Brownies, the course is 6 hours over 60 days. 

The courses are more involved for older Scouts 

and can take up to 40 hours over a year for 

Seniors and Ambassadors.  The course at Venice 

was led by Dianne Kujubu Belli and assisted by 

Monica Belli Haley, Brycelyn Fukuji, Joe Belli, 

Sandy Saeki, and Rev. Kory. 

One of the things that the Padma Scouts did was 

put together their own personal obutsudans, 

assisted by Grandpa Joe.  These obutsudans were 

ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÅÍÐÌÅȭÓ 3ÃÏÕÔ 

Sunday service.  The Padma Scouts also chaired 

the Scout Sunday service.   

  

Girl Scouts continuedÒ 
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Another highlight of the program was that the Temple 

Sewing Group assisted the Padma Scouts in sewing their 

own uchihiki, altar cloth, for their personal obutsudan. 

Sandy Saeki, whose granddaughter, Patience, is one of 

the Padma Scouts, led the sewing session, and 

ÅÍÂÒÏÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÏÕÔÓȭ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ Á 7ÈÅÅÌ ÏÆ $ÈÁÒÍÁ 

on each cloth. The members of the Sewing Group who 

assisted the Scouts were Sandy Saeki, Patti Heyl, Tammy 

Ito, Shinobu Koda, Linda Oshinomi, Ina Saeki, and Vicki 

Tokirio. 

The Padma Scouts and their families appreciate all the 

support that they have received from the Temple and the 

Sangha. 

Girl Scouts continuedÒ 

While not taking the Padma class, 

Leah Matsubayashi, a Senior Girl Scout 

from the Troop, played the organ at 

the service. 
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Cub Scout Pack 79 has had an exciting and activity-

filled spring season, bringing our scouting community 

together through fun, learning, and service. We kicked 

things off with our annual Blue & Gold Celebration 

Dinner, a wonderful evening that showcased the 

diversity and spirit of our Pack. A heartfelt thank you 

goes to the Webelos Den, especially Chaitra Hardison 

and Akemi Hayashibara, for organizing such a 

memorable event. Families contributed delicious 

dishes from around the world, and we were honored 

to hear from Megumu Kageyama, who shared insights about Scouting in 

Japanɂreminding us of the global community we are part of and the shared 

values of outdoor adventure, civic engagement, and friendship. 

The evening also highlighted the talents of our scouts, who entertained 

everyone with skits and sing-alongs, setting the stage for future Pack 

traditions like performances at family camp. Special thanks to Grant Sunoo 

and Emily Mayeda for coordinating food pickup, Michael Chang for leading 

the Den Chiefs in setup, and all Den Chiefs and Leaders for guiding scouts 

and supporting the event. We are especially grateful to everyone who helped 

set up and clean up, with a special note of appreciation to Kenji and Brandi 

Arai for ensuring everything was packed away at the end of the night. 
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Another spring highlight was our Pinewood 

Derby, held March 14 from 1ɀ6pm, with races 

running from 2ɀ5pm. The event brought 

excitement and friendly competition, as scouts 

proudly raced their handcrafted cars (after the 

parents helping with the weigh-ins). Thank you 

to all who arrived early to prepare the space 

and stayed late to clean up. We also appreciate 

those who donated snacks and volunteered at 

the concession stand, helping raise funds to 

support Pack activities. This event would not 

have been possible without the dedication of 

our many volunteers. 

  

Cub Pack 79 continuedÒ 
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Our Ice Skating event at the Toyota Center on February 28 was another big success. Coordinated by Scott 

Crichton, this fundraiser offered a fun and easy way for families to support the Pack while enjoying time 

on the ice. With 120 tickets available, it also provided a great opportunity to invite friends and introduce 

new families to scouting. Many thanks to Jill Kobayashi for her help coordinating ticket sales and making 

the event run smoothly. 

We also continued our community outreach and den-level activities throughout the season. Pack 79 

participated in the El Marino Science Fair as a recruiting event, connecting with new families and sharing 

the excitement of scouting. Our dens stayed active with meetings and adventures, including the Webelos, 

Lion & Tiger, and Bear Den gatherings. The Wolf Den enjoyed a scenic and engaging hike to the Culver 

Steps, combining outdoor exploration with camaraderie and fun. 

Upcoming Events 

Looking ahead, we have several exciting events on the horizon. Webelos and Arrow of Light scouts are 

invited to attend Camporee on the weekend of April 24-26, and registration is now open. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for our older scouts to deepen their outdoor skills and connect with other scouts. 

Parents are encouraged to attend the Pack Parent Planning Committee Meeting on May 7 at 7:00 pm to 

help shape ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÕÒ 0ÁÃËȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ 

In May, we will also host our Pack Fishing outing on May 16 at 7:00 am, offering scouts a chance to enjoy 

the outdoors and learn new skills together. Finally, we will honor Memorial Day with our annual Flag 

Placement on May 23 at 7:00 am, giving scouts the opportunity to participate in a meaningful act of 

community service and remembrance. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers, families, and scouts for making this spring season so memorable. We 

look forward to more adventures together as the year continues! 

 

 

 

 

  

Cub Pack 79 continuedÒ 
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ABA Installation 

Our new ABA cabinet was installed on February 8, during Scout Sunday. Here are the 

people who were installed: 

President: Mike Amano 

Treasurers: Tomoko Fukuda, Tom Davall, Joyce Enomoto 

Recording Secretary: Tom Yamaguchi 

Membership: Shinobu Koda, Aya Masada 

Phone Tree: Judy Nawa, Barbara Fukuji 

Information Technology: Ron Gee 

There has been a change to the cabinet since 2/7. Janet Davall is taking over Tomoko 

Fukuda's role as one of the treasurers. Thank you Tomoko for your help, and thank you 

Janet for stepping up to backfill for Tomoko. 

 

ABA continuedÒ 
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Senior Dana Delivery 
 

ABA chaired the Senior Dana Delivery on February 22, 2026. 

We packed 136 bags of goodies for the seniors this quarter. The bags included a delicious 

yakisoba bento from Mitsuwa, a bottle ITOEN tea, a box of Girl Scout cookies, a package of 

Milano Cookies (donated by the VJCC), and a wonderful message from Reverend Kory. 

Many thanks to Joyce Enomoto, Barbara Fukuji, and Tom Yamaguchi who did the heavy 

lifting in procuring all of the goodies, and thanks to the 18 drivers who delivered the bags 

to the seniors. 

  

ABA continuedÒ 


