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Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

12371 Braddock Drive, Culver City, CA 90230 

Hola! 

Last month was a very busy time at the temple.  We 

had a funeral seminar in which Rev. Kory explained 

the various aspects of a funeral service, a behind 

the scenes meaning of how things work during a 

service, seen from his point of view. Right after 

Nina Suzuki of Kubota Mortuary spoke about what 

they do and what you should expect when struck 

with a loss, Nina and her daughter gave a very 

informative presentation.  

We also had an adult game night that went really 

well. Tommy Nakagiri and the Tokirio’s along with 

the rest of the crew put on a good time and 

everyone had a lot of fun.  

Next, we had a reading of the book Criminals by 

Ben Masaoka. Steven Okazaki, the Academy award 

winning film maker, read along with Mr. Masaoka’s 

family. Attended by about 150 people the event was 

a hit and might morph into an ongoing book 

reading series. Thanks to Dianne Belli for taking the 

lead in organizing the memorable day.  

Rev. Kory had a busy Memorial Day Weekend, along 

with Tom Yamaguchi, they went and held services 

at 5 cemeteries and memorials over the long 

weekend.  

Aleyna Minamoto and her team delivered a 

delicious bento and treats on May 31st with our 

Senior Dana Delivery program, and this time it was 

sponsored by BWA.  I know our seniors look 

forward to the delivery by our sangha of volunteers 

and the goodies too! 

Looking ahead, save the date as BCA is having a 

Members Red Carpet Weekend Aug. 28-30 at the 

Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkley, CA!  More 

information will be available soon on the BCA 

website.  

With Gratitude and In Gassho, 

 

Jon Ito 

Temple President 
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The Japanese American Incarceration: Its Relevance Today 

Members and friends of the Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

gathered on Saturday, April 11 to consider the topic “The Japanese 

American Incarceration: Its Relevance Today”.  As a member of the 

Buddhist Education Committee, the event was produced by temple 

member Sharon Ishida, whose mother and father were incarcerated at 

Heart Mountain, Wyoming during World War II. She thanked temple 

members for their support and contributions to create a successful 

program. Ishida dedicated her efforts, in gratitude, to her Nisei parents 

Taye and Hank Sakauye. 

Filmmaker and guest speaker, Barbara Kagawa Shore, presented her film, 

“Missing Pieces,” that shared the story of the deaths of both her 

grandmother Asao Kagawa and Asao’s14 year old son while incarcerated 

at Manzanar due to inadequate medical facilities and the failure of the 

administration to move both to the local hospital located14 miles outside 

of camp. Shore spoke of the harm caused to others who were 

incarcerated and 1862 lives lost, babies, children, women and men, and 

seniors, raising the question of how many of those deaths were also due 

to the negligence of the government. Her message, whether about today 

or then, speaks to the inhumanity of lives lost due to government actions. 

Keynote speaker and activist with the National Coalition 

for Redress & Reparations (NCRR), Kay Ochi shared her 

journey from being a quiet young adult until learning 

about the injustices suffered during the Japanese 

American Incarceration. Through her efforts with the 

NCRR and participating in the community’s campaign for 

reparations, she found her voice and lifelong cause. Kay 

also shared a video excerpt of the moving testimonies 

given by former internees during the 1981 Commission on 

Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (CWRIC) 

Hearings. All spoke their truth.  

Facilitators, Michelle Orne, Richard Modiano, Kay Ochi and Sharon Ishida guided the small groups’ discussion 

making meaning of all that was presented. Participants 

shared their family’s camp stories, and asked questions of 

one another.  

The Facilitators summarized the messages from their 

group and parallels to events happening today which 

included that history does repeat itself: government’s 

abusive actions, racism, generational trauma. Many shared 

the importance of developing humility and compassion for 

their loved ones. 

After camp days, my wife and I wanted 

our family to know, it was still 

important to be Japanese, otherwise 

our cultural identity is lost! 

Dr. Tom Yoshikawa, survivor 
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Ishida shared the message on the event’s flyer: “Nidoto Nai Yoni!” Let it not happen again! Her vision for attendees 

was to increase compassion by becoming informed and about what happened to the 125,000 Japanese Americans 

incarcerated, the government’s harm to them, and the impact on their lives. And, then, deciding on a constructive 

way to use this information. 

Ishida created a gallery in the event space to share ways to express one’s history. She encouraged, “Become more 

informed, be an activist, build your own legacy so all stories are not lost.” The Mini Gallery showcased ways to 

become informed or express their stories. Kay Ochi displayed books on JA history and reparations for visitors to 

peruse. The paintings of late artist Noe Yamabe about life during the concentration camps were displayed, as were 

a piece from a mother’s journal writing after camp days, “Broken Silence,” “I see You,” a dedication to her parents 

and how a Sansei remembered them. P J Hirabayashi and Yoko Fujimoto’s lyrics and songs to Obon song “Ei Ja Nai 

Ka” described Issei’s work after camp days. Also shown were a Nisei’s heirloom crochet blanket and her famous 

Marble Chiffon Cake recipe. Ishida hoped that each visitor walked away with ideas relevant to them. 

Ishida cautioned that the temple’s position has always remained neutral or apolitical, because its core value is 

focused on the spiritual goals of their members. However, members and visitors were invited to share and learn 

more about this time period. Unable to attend in person, Reverend Kory Quon shared a message with participants 

closing with,” Whatever you take away, today, know it's not a one all, ends all. This journey will hopefully inspire 

you to want to learn more.” 

JA Incarceration Seminar continued… 
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Growing Up Sansei in the ‘60s 
On May 16, 2026, Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple (VHBT) hosted about 150 members and friends for 

a very special event, “Growing Up Sansei in the ‘60s”.  The event featured Academy Award winning 

filmmaker Steven Okazaki presenting a reading and tribute of the book “Criminals”, authored by the late 

Ben Masaoka.  Both Steven and Ben grew up in the Venice Community, and the book is a mix of fact and 

fiction that chronicles the author’s experiences and emotions as a young Japanese American (JA) in the 

60’s in an insulated JA community.  The book explores how the Niseis’ internment camp experience 

resulted in generational trauma, which influenced how they raised their Sansei children. 

The gathering also provided an opportunity for attendees who came from all over Southern California to 

return to the Westside and remember their past while rekindling old friendships.  A number of attendees 

had a personal connection with both Steven and the author.  Ben’s daughters also joined the event to 

share memories of their father and thoughts on his book.  Musician Pat Lennon, younger brother of the 

famed Lennon Sisters and a close friend of Ben’s, shared stories of their friendship through the years.  

Many of the attendees shared their thoughts and feelings of both the book and their experiences in the 

60s.  One interesting observation was shared by someone who grew up in Hawaii and noted that their 

experience was different growing up in an heavily JA environment.  There was a display of old photos and 

high school yearbooks that provided even more memories.  

“What an amazing event - it was life changing for the attendees and we were fortunate that Steven, along 

with many members of the Masaoka family, were able to make this such a special day,” said event 

chairperson Dianne Kujubu Belli. 

Proceeds of the event allowed a contribution to the Venice-Japanese American Memorial Monument, 

which was erected to mark the spot where Westside JAs were ordered to meet before being sent to the 

internment camps.   

The event was such a success that the VHBT Keiro Committee, which focuses on providing events and 

services to our seniors, is working on creating a series of “Growing Up Sansei” events for additional 

opportunities for Sanseis to meet, revisit the “good old times” and share JA community with younger 

generations.   

The event was made possible by additional event sponsors: Keiro and the Keiro Grants Program and 

Venice Japanese Community Center Senior Wellness, Jim Nakano (a.k.a The Donut Man- Ben’s cousin), 

and many personal sponsorships and donations.  A big thank you to everyone who participated and made 

this a very special day.  

A video recording of the event, courtesy of Dane Lum Hohmeyer is available on the Temple’s YouTube 

channel, @venicehongwanjibuddhisttemple. 
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Growing Up Sansei in the ‘60s continued… 
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VJCC Festival 
We had a busy (and fun) time at the Venice 

Japanese Community Center’s Natsu Matsuri 

(Summer Festival) on June 27 & 28. 
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 Japan Heritage Night at Dodgers Stadium 

Thanks to former Nisei Week Queen Morgan Gee, VHBT 

members secured blocks of tickets from the Nisei Week 

Foundation to the Japan Heritage Night Dodger game 

against the Miami Marlins on April 27.  A total of thirty 

Temple members attended the game, and received a 

Daiso-sponsored Dodger navy jersey with red sleeves, 

featuring a snow-capped Mount Fuji on the back and pink 

blossoms at the hem.  Temple, BWA, and ABA families 

included: Amano, Cohen, Fukuji, Hayashibara, 

Matsumura, Oku, Ozaki, Knapp, Terada, Tokirio, Tokubo, and Ueda.  Dodgers defeated the Marlins 5 – 4 at the 

bottom of the ninth, with a 2-out, 2-run single by Kyle Tucker. 

Gotanye Service Otoki 

The Temple held its Gotanye service on May 17, 2026, to 

celebrate the birthday of the founder of Jodo Shinshu 

Buddhism, Shinran Shonin, who was born on May 21, 

1173.  The Buddhist Women’s Association organized the 

otoki after the service with sandwiches, tofu salad, 

cucumber tomato salad, taco salad, vegetable tray with dip, 

chips, cookies, and an Angel Maid quarter sheet cake.  

Thank you to all the BWA members and families who 

contributed to the otoki. 

Dana Delivery 

The Buddhist Women’s Association coordinated the purchase and packing of the Dana Delivery items on 

May 31, 2026, including a chicken curry bento from Nijiya in Torrance, mandarin oranges, Nutter Butter 

cookies, Rice Krispies Treats, a Kleenex packet, an apple juice box, and a message from Rev. Kory Quon.  

Thank you to all you came to the Temple to pack and to deliver!  
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Realms of the Dharma at LACMA 

Several Fujinkai members and friends met or 

carpooled to the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

on June 1, 2026, for the exhibit: Realms of the 

Dharma: Buddhist Art across Asia, which is on display 

through July 12, 2026.  The exhibit features 180 works 

of art, including sculptures, bronzes, paintings, line 

drawings, embroidered textiles, and ritual artifacts; 

and spans India, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, 

Cambodia, Vietnam, Indonesia, and China, Korea, and 

Japan.   Buddhist concepts such as dharma, karma, 

nirvana, mantra, mudra, and mandala are depicted in 

Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana, and Zen Buddhism.  Wherever Buddhism met up with an indigenous 

faith such as Hindusm in India, Daoism or Confucianism in China or Korea, or Shintoism in Japan, 

Buddhists found a way to co-exist with those religions. 

 

BWA continued… 

Buddha Shakyamuni from Gandhara in 

Pakistan, 2nd to early 3rd Century 

Lunch at Meyers Manx Café inside the Petersen Automotive Museum 
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On Sunday, April 12th, Julia Ueda led a class on the Eightfold Noble Path using the story of Prince 

Siddhartha and his cousin Devadatta. 

 

On the weekend of April 17-19, Rev. 

Kory and Dharma School teachers Judy 

Hopfield, Jan Ozaki and Julia Ueda 

attended the annual Federation 

Dharma School Teacher’s League 

conference at the Fresno Betsuin. The 

theme was “Making the Dharma School 

Come Alive.” A large portion of the 

workshop presentations were given by 

dynamic storyteller and magician Yasu 

Ishida, along with Rev. Marvin Harada 

and Freddy the Frog. It was a very 

enjoyable and unique conference. 
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On May 3rd, our Dharma School hosted our annual Mother’s Day service. We held it a week before 

Mother’s Day so it wouldn’t conflict with any family holiday plans. Roses were given to all the moms, and 

Dharma School teacher Jan Ozaki led a class on Dana where the students made flower crafts for their 

mothers. Event leader Julia Ueda and the Dharma School staff also put together a beautifully decorated 

brunch with finger sandwiches and other foods, salads, fruit, tea and various desserts. Thank you to 

everyone for making this event a success! 

 

On May 31st, teachers Judy Hopfield and Emily Kariya led classes where Obon was discussed. The 

children learned about the legend of Mogallana and the meaning of Obon, and they decorated paper 

lanterns to take home. 

Dharma School continued… 
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On April 11th, our BEC sponsored a seminar entitled “The Japanese American 

Incarceration: Its Relevance Today.” BEC member Sharon Ishida organized and chaired 

the program, which included keynote speaker and incarceration redress activist, Kay Ochi 

and guest speaker and producer/filmmaker, Barbara Kagawa Shore. About 45-50 people 

were in attendance. 

Kay presented video footage of some of the postwar reparations trials that she’d been 

involved in. It included testimony by formerly incarcerated people, who spoke of the 

hardships and injustices they suffered in the camps. Barbara screened her short 

documentary film, which spoke of the medically inadequate and bleak conditions in the 

camps and how some individuals needlessly died due to these conditions. 

The presentations were followed by a session in which participants were divided into 

groups and given the opportunity to discuss and share comments about the seminar 

theme and what was presented. At the conclusion of the seminar, the groups were invited 

to share with everyone some of the comments and important points that were made. 

In addition to the presentations and group activities, there was a display which included 

several books and other resources about the Japanese American incarceration and 

artwork depicting the incarceration camps by the late Noe Yamabe. The participants also 

received folders with additional resources and ideas for creating family legacies. 

Thank you to seminar chair Sharon Ishida, to our two speakers, Kay Ochi and Barbara 

Kagawa Shore, to facilitators Richard Modiano and Michelle Orne and to our BEC for all 

their support. 
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Jr. YBA Members Continue Building Friendships at Seminar 3 and Summer Festival Preparations  

Jr. YBA members recently gathered at Orange County Buddhist Church (OCBC) for Seminar 3, which featured the 

exciting theme of Big Hero 6. The seminar provided members with an opportunity to connect with fellow Jr. YBA 

members from across Southern District through a variety of fun activities, meaningful discussions, and team-

building experiences. 

The day began with energetic icebreakers, including a "Guess Who?" game featuring different Big Hero 6 

characters. Members worked together to identify characters through clues and descriptions, helping everyone get 

to know one another while embracing the seminar's theme of friendship and teamwork. 

Throughout the day, participants engaged in a series of workshops designed to deepen their understanding of 

Buddhist teachings. One workshop challenged members to learn about the Six Paramitas through an interactive 

Jeopardy-style game, where teams tested their knowledge of generosity, morality, patience, effort, meditation, and 

wisdom. Another workshop explored the Six Realms of Buddhism through hands-on activities that encouraged 

members to think about the various states of existence and how they relate to our everyday lives. Members also 

had the opportunity to practice writing the kanji characters associated with the Three Poisons—greed, anger, and 

ignorance—while discussing how these obstacles can affect our thoughts and actions. 

The Big Hero 6 theme inspired members to reflect on the importance of teamwork, perseverance, compassion, and 

supporting one another—values that are central to both Jr. YBA and the Buddhist teachings we strive to practice in 

our daily lives. 

One of the highlights of the seminar was the opportunity to socialize and build lasting friendships with members 

from other chapters. Whether participating in activities together, sharing meals, or spending time together 

throughout the evening, members strengthened connections that help make the Jr. YBA community so special. 

In addition to attending Seminar 3, Jr. YBA members also came together to help prepare for the upcoming Venice 

Japanese Community Center (VJCC) Summer Festival. Members volunteered their time to sort and prepare the dry 

ingredients for the andagi that will be sold during the festival. This service project not only helped support an 

important community event but also demonstrated the spirit of teamwork and dedication that our Jr. YBA 

members consistently bring to every activity. 

We would like to thank OCBC for hosting a wonderful Seminar 3 and all of the advisors, volunteers, and organizers 

who helped make the event a success. We look forward to seeing everyone again at future seminars and at the VJCC 

Summer Festival!  
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This past spring has been fun for 
the Sangha Teens. On June 27-28, 
the Sangha Teens were proud to 
help work at the Andagi booth for 
the VJCC festival. It was super fun 
and we hope everyone enjoyed 
everything there was this year! 

Also, on Monday, July 13, the 
Sangha Teens met together at the 
Del Amo Fashion Center to 
participate in an escape room 
together. We finished with around 
8 minuted left in the “Playground” 
room. Afterwards, we ate lunch at 
the Lazy Dog Restaurant & Bar. 
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Eight Leaders from Girl Scout Troop 5325 Recognized
Seven current troop leaders and a former leader from the Temple’s Girl Scout Troop 5325 were recognized at the 

Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles’ 2025 Volunteer Recognition Ceremony on Thursday, April 16 at The Ebell.  The 

Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles extends from Santa Clarita to San Pedro, from San Dimas to the Pacific Ocean. 

The seven troop leaders all received Appreciation Pins which recognize an adult volunteer who has delivered 

outstanding service to at least one service unit.  The honoree has significantly contributed to meeting one or more 

council goals in membership grown, retention, fund development, or increased community visibility in one service 

unit. 

The seven troop leaders are Cindy Matsubayashi, Kori Nobuyuki, Dianne Kujubu Belli, Bryce Fukuji, Monica Belli 

Haley, Marlene Neal, and Francene Schaeffer. 
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The following thoughts were shared by the troop leaders: 

Cindy Matsubayashi – This past year, my Juniors earned their Bronze Award.  As part of their Take Action project, 

they planned and hosted a Brownie sleepover for the younger girls in our troop, many of whom had never spent a 

night away from home.  Watching them step confidently into leadership roles – guiding activities, offering 

reassurance and creating a war, welcoming experience – was truly the highly of my year. It was so rewarding to sit 

back and see how they had grown into gracious, capable, and kind leaders.  

Kori Hojo Nobuyuki – Girl Scouts has played a meaningful role in expanding my ties to our community and 

introducing me to so many wonderful people.  Through our troop, we have been able to give back to our local 

community in ways that I would not have been part of without Girl Scouts. 

Dianne Kujubu Belli – Our troop supports the Senior Dana Delivery program at the Venice Hongwanji Buddhist 

Temple which provides quarterly home delivery of lunches and gift packages to community older adults, as well as 

sending greeting cards on non-delivery months.  Our Scouts also help to maintain the Venice Japanese American 

Memrial Monument, which as the location where busses transported Japanese Americans to incarceration camps 

during WWII.  The Troop connects us to each other and our history. 

Bryce Fukuji – My Girl Scout highlight from this past year was watching the Daisies truly shine in their own 

unique ways and grow so much in confidence over the year.  Seeing each of their personalities blossom – whether 

it was speaking up more, trying something new, or supporting a friend – was so special.  The sweetest full-circle 

moment was celebrating their bridging to Brownies; it was such a proud milestone for all of us. 

Monica Belli Haley – Girl Scouts helps me develop strong relationships with other Scouts and their families.  It 

reiforces our network and support system, keeping us connected and strengthening our community. 

Marlene Neal – Girl Scouts means empowering girls by being in an organization that makes a pathway for them to 

discover their potential to help their community and world around them. 

Francene Schaefer – One of my favorite things I did last year was volunteer at Camp Stuff ‘n’ Such for a second 

year in a row.  I loved it so much, I decided to join the camp staff. 

Former troop leader Vicki Toriko received a Tenure Numeral Guard award for 30 years of service.  This award 

recognizes the combined number of years accumulated as a registered member - girl and adult.  Vicki has been the 

director of the Greater Los Angeles Girl Scouts’ Camp Stuff ‘n Such, the weeklong summer day camp for Girl Scouts 

since 2009. This is in addition to Vicki’s responsibilities as the Venice Buddhist Women’s Association co-president 

for multiple terms. 

Troop 5325 is celebrating its 40th year in 2026, and three of the recipients received their Gold Awards through 

Troop 5325 – Cindy Matsubayashi, Bryce Fukuji, and Monica Belli Haley.  The Troop appreciates all the years of 

support from the Temple. 

Girl Scouts continued… 



VHBT Gassho – Summer 2026 Page 16 

 

Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

12371 Braddock Drive, Culver City, CA 90230 

Court of Awards 

Girl Scout Troop 5325 celebrated its Court of Awards and 40th anniversary on May 18, 2026.  The ceremony began 

by recognizing four past leaders who were in attendance – Joyce Ino, Judy Hopfield, Vicki Tokirio, and Victoria 

Yamashita.  Joyce recalled the history and legacy of the troop which was co-led by she and Nancy Nakagiri.  They 

were later joined by Eiko Bates.  The Troop’s first Gold Award (highest achievement in Gold Scouts) was awarded 

in 1998.  Since that time, 54 Scouts from Troop 5325 have earned their Gold Awards.  Five Gold Awardees now 

have daughters in the troop (Cindy Matsubayashi, Monica Haley, Bryce Fukuji, Ann Kotani and Krystina Knox) and 

four of the women serve as troop leaders (Cindy, Monica, Bryce, and Cheryl Nakagiri). 

Joyce concluded, “So many Marina neighborhood troops have disbanded over the 40 years, but here you girls are, 

52 strong in number, very active, service-oriented, and dedicated.” 

Rev. Kory Quon and Past-Temple President, Tommy Nakagiri, presented the Temple Youth Service Awards to Aya 

Haley, Cami Fukuji, Ellis Haley, Nora Belli, Maia Kotani, and Makaiya Knox.  This award is presented to recognize 

service to the Temple. 

Rev. Kory and Tommy also presented the Padma Award certificates and medals.  The Padma Award is given for 

completing the Buddhist Churches of America’s course on the fundamentals of Buddhism.  Eleven Brownie 1s and 

2s completed over 6 hours of study in 60 days. Besides their study and discussion, the Padma Scouts: 

• Built their own obutsudan (or home altars) with the help of Joe Belli; 

• Learned how to use a sewing machine and made their own altar cloths with the guidance of the Temple’s 

Sewing Class; 

• Stuffed and mailed cards for the Temple’s Senior Sangha Delivery; and 

• Chaired the Scout Sunday Service. 

Scouts who earned the Padma Award are Cami Fukuji, Ellis Haley, Maia Kotani, Makaiya Knox, Navaz Mejia, 

Patience Saeki, Ryan Quach, Sahanna Gonsalves, Sarah Freitas, Shiny Kulkarni-Mathur, and Zena Grinstein. 

Davin Daimonji presented the National Service Honor Award. This award reflects the same requirements and 

dedication to service as the previous Presidential Volunteer Service Award, which was discontinued last year. The 

Temple sponsored the National Service Honor Award for the Troop. Scouts earning this award are: Kamryn 

Nobuyuki, Zoe Lee, Alice Duffy-Leff, Kaylee Lasecki, Alia Asher, Leah Matsubayashi, Audrey Nobuyuki, Quinn 

Daimonji, Kaydyn Mendoza, and Layla Wiley. 

Scouts who earned their Silver Award (the highest honor a Cadette (grades 6–8) can earn) were recognized, and 

Scouts who earned their Gold Award were recognized.  The Gold Award is the highest achievement in Girl Scouting 

and is earned exclusively by high school-aged Senior and Ambassador Girl Scouts. It requires participants to 

identify an issue in their community, address its root cause, and lead a sustainable, measurable Take Action 

project.   Catherine Strobel, Mia Rubalcava, and Shelby Weiss spoke briefly about their Gold Projects.  These Scouts 

are now graduating from high school and will be studying at UC Berkeley and UC San Diego in the fall. 

 

Girl Scouts continued… 
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The Court of Awards also included bridging ceremonies for those Scouts advancing from one level to another.  At 

this Court of Awards, Daisy 2s bridged to Brownie 1s, Brownie 2s bridged to Juniors, and Senior 2s bridged to 

Ambassadors. 

Also, recognized were those Scouts who sold the most cookies.   

The Marina Service Unit also recognized adults with the following: 

• Leader with a Heart- Chauthy Pham and Eowyn Williamson 

• Family Appreciation Award- Erik Paschall and Tony Nobuyuki 

The primary Troop Leaders, Cindy Matsubayashi and Kori Nobuyuki, were also recognized by the Troop with great 

appreciation for their leadership, organization, and kindness throughout the year. 

ADDENDUM: 

Catherine Strobel, one of the Gold Award recipients, passed away unexpectedly from an emergency medical 

condition within a few days of her graduation from Venice High School. Catherine and her family have been part of 

Troop 5325 since she was a Brownie. We are devastated to lose such a sweet, smart, and kind friend, leader, and 

role model. We hold Catherine’s family and loved ones in our hearts during this difficult time. 

 

 

Girl Scouts continued… 
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Girl Scouts continued… 
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Over the past several months, Pack 79 has enjoyed an incredible season filled with 

adventure, service, learning, and friendship. None of these events would have been 

possible without the tremendous support of our dedicated leaders, parent volunteers, 

VHBT and VJCC community, and, of course, our enthusiastic scouts. From honoring 

traditions to exploring the outdoors, this spring was a wonderful reminder of what makes 

Cub Scouting such a special experience for our families. 

For the end of our spring activities, March brought one of the highlights of every Cub Scout 

year—our annual Pinewood Derby event itself. Thanks to the many parent volunteers 

who helped with track setup, car weigh-in, software registration, concessions, race 

operations, and cleanup, the event ran smoothly and provided an exciting day of friendly 

competition. Scouts proudly raced cars they had spent weeks designing and building, 

while cheering on one another with outstanding sportsmanship. Around the same time, 

several scouts also represented Pack 79 at the El Marino Science Fair Recruiting Event, 

enthusiastically sharing their Scouting experiences and helping introduce prospective 

families to all the adventures Cub Scouts has to offer. 
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May was filled with meaningful activities that balanced 

fun with service. Our annual Pack Fishing Trip at Marina 

del Rey gave scouts the opportunity to learn fishing skills 

while enjoying the outdoors with friends and family. 

Organized in morning and afternoon sessions, scouts 

proudly caught fish, practiced patience, and celebrated 

one another's successes along the waterfront. 

Cub Pack 79 continued… 

Our older scouts continued developing their 

leadership and outdoor skills by attending the 

Webelos and Arrow of Light Camporee, where 

they experienced camping, teamwork, and 

outdoor challenges designed to prepare them for 

the transition into Scouts BSA. The confidence and 

independence they gained during the weekend 

will serve them well as they continue their 

Scouting journeys. 
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Later in the month, Pack 79 joined hundreds of Scouts from throughout Los Angeles County for the 

Memorial Day Flag Placement at the Los Angeles National Cemetery in Westwood. Together, scouts 

carefully placed American flags at the gravesites of thousands of veterans, honoring the sacrifices of the 

men and women who served our country. This moving annual tradition remains one of the most 

meaningful service projects our scouts participate in each year. 

 

We also celebrated one of Cub Scouting's most important milestones during our Scout Graduation and 

Arrow of Light Bridging Ceremony. Our graduating Arrow of Light scouts officially crossed the bridge into 

Scouts BSA troops, including several joining Troop 764 at the Venice Japanese Community Center. We 

congratulate all of our graduates and look forward to watching them continue their Scouting adventures 

while serving as role models for our younger scouts. 

 

Cub Pack 79 continued… 
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In early June, parents gathered for our annual Pack Planning Meeting, where volunteers coordinated 

leadership roles, discussed upcoming activities, and began preparing another exciting year of adventures 

for our scouts. We are incredibly grateful to every parent who volunteers their time and talents to make 

our Pack successful. 

One of the biggest highlights of the season was our Spring Family Camp at Camp Trask in Monrovia. 

Families spent an unforgettable weekend enjoying archery, BB guns, slingshots, leatherworking, gold 

panning, swimming, hiking, campfires, and quality time together in the outdoors. The camp provided 

countless opportunities for scouts to try new activities, build confidence, strengthen friendships, and 

create lasting memories with their families. 

 

Finally, we concluded the season by supporting the VJCC Natsu Matsuri Festival. Our Cub Scouts proudly 

operated children's game booths, helped keep the festival grounds clean by bussing tables, and 

represented Scouting with cheerful service throughout the weekend. Meanwhile, many of our Pack 

parents volunteered countless hours preparing and serving food, demonstrating once again that Scouting 

is truly a family effort. The festival was a wonderful opportunity for our scouts to give back to the 

community while showcasing the values of helpfulness, kindness, and teamwork. 

Upcoming Events 

As we look ahead to another exciting Scouting year, we have several great events on the calendar and 

encourage all families to get involved! 

Safeguarding Youth Training (SYT) for All Volunteers 

Scouting America continues to prioritize youth safety, and all adults who volunteer with Pack 79 must 

complete Safeguarding Youth Training (SYT) before participating in Pack activities. Whether you're 

Cub Pack 79 continued… 
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helping at meetings, camping trips, fundraisers, or special events, completing this training ensures we 

provide a safe, positive environment for every Scout. If you have not yet completed or renewed your 

training, please do so as soon as possible. 

VHBT Obon Festival – July 18 & 19 

Pack 79 will once again support the VHBT Obon Festival by operating the popular Ping Pong Toss game 

booth. This is one of our biggest opportunities each year to give back to the Japanese American 

community while raising visibility for our Pack. Scouts will have fun running the game, interacting with 

festival guests, and practicing customer service and teamwork. Parent volunteers will also be needed 

throughout the weekend to help ensure everything runs smoothly. 

Next Pack Meeting – September 17 at 6:00 PM 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back after the summer at our first Pack Meeting of the new 

Scouting year on Wednesday, September 17, at 6:00 PM. We'll kick off another exciting year with 

announcements, activities, and opportunities for scouts to reconnect with friends and welcome new 

families into Pack 79. 

Fall Family Camp – October 23–25 at Oso Lake 

One of the highlights of the fall will be our Fall Family Camp at beautiful Oso Lake from October 23–25. 

Families can look forward to a weekend filled with camping, outdoor adventures, campfires, games, and 

quality time together. Whether you're an experienced camper or trying it for the first time, Family Camp 

is one of the best opportunities to build friendships and create lasting memories. Be sure to mark your 

calendars—we hope to see everyone there! 

We can't wait to kick off another fantastic year of Scouting. Thank you for your continued support of Pack 

79, and we'll see you at our upcoming events! 

 

 

 

 

 

Cub Pack 79 continued… 
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Aloha Breakfast 
The event went very well again this year. We prepared 215 plates in all, 202 Chashu Fried Rice and 13 Vegie Fried 

Rice. 

Special thanks to Joyce Enomoto for organizing the equipment washing day, the chashu chopping day, and the 

vegetable chopping and prep days prior to the breakfast itself. We couldn't have pulled it off without her 

leadership. The crew started at 5:30am on the day of the breakfast so that we would have a hot batch of fried rice 

ready for the hungry people scheduled to show up from 7:00am. We received many compliments, including one 

person asking where we got our oranges. We got them from Costco, if you'd like to know! 
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Obon Preparation 
 
Even though Obon is a little more than a month away, there is a lot to do. The Obon committee is already 

hard at work planning and making all of the necessary arrangements for equipment, festival layout, and 

health, fire and other city permits.  

ABA is working with Chef Chris Ono again this year 

to make the Teriyaki Chicken. We met with Chris in 

May to make 3-5 gallon buckets of marinade. 

Another food item that everyone looks forward to is 

the Won Ton plate prepared by the BWA ladies. They 

just can't make them fast enough. Dale Noriyuki is 

working on making some modifications to one of our 

gas griddles to convert it into another fryer for the 

ladies, which will increase the frying capacity a little. 

The yagura has been difficult to move around, so Joe 

Belli researched wheels that would be better suited 

for our needs and organized a small crew (Joe, Jon Ito, Dale Noriyuki, Mike Amano) to replace the 

existing, underperforming, ones. The yagura moves much easier now and will be much safer to move as 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
We're looking forward to the exciting events and activities coming in the months to come like Aloha 

Breakfast in Aril and Obon in July!

ABA continued… 
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TEMPLE MEMBERSHIP 

The Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple thanks the following members for their 2026 dues received through June 

30, 2026. The asterisks (*) identify our Keiro Honorary and Senior members who made membership donations. As we 

continue our membership drive for 2026, we want to thank all of you for continuing to support the Temple through 

your membership dues. 

Mike & Laurie Amano, Joe & Dianne Belli, Roger Brown, Tani Brown & Rob Guimond, Marty & Robyn Cohen, Bryan 

& Aileen Cooke, Mark & Lisa Cummings, Davin Daimonji & Kristi Kaneshige, Tom & Janet DaVall, Karen Eguchi, 

Traci Eguchi & Khalid Mughal, Joyce Enomoto & Ken Rosengrant, *June Fujioka, *Kei & *Tomoko Fukuda, Rob & 

Barbara Fukuji, Morgan Gee, Ron & Iris Gee, Glenn Hamashita, Janice Hankawa, Akemi Hayashibara & Tim Horton, 

Eugene & Phyllis Hayashibara, Patti & John Heyl, Jill Hopfield, Joe & Judy Hopfield, *Mildred Ichinotsubo, Leonard 

& Gwen Imada, Shirley Inada, Stacy & Joyce Ino, Gerald Iseda, Nelson & Sharon Ishida, *Dale Ito, Jon & Joan Ito, Jo 

Ann Kanshige, Emily Kariya, Yoshiko Kariya, Kevin & Pati Kirio, Jim Kita & Gail Higa, *Sanaye Kita, *Sam & May 

Kiyohara, *Shinobu Koda, Carolyn Komoto, Ann & Ricky Kotani, *Frank & *Elaine Koyama, Gary & Leticia 

Kurashige, *Milnes & *Nori Kurashige, *Tom & *Delcene Kuwata, Emily Leach & Brandon Yeh, Orr & Kimberly 

Limpisvasti, Jennifer MacFarlane & Josh Jordon, Hide & Yukari Marume, *Ayako Masada, Natalie Masuoka, 

Amanda Matsubara, Irene Matsumura, Jim Matsuo & Ted Reeve, *Alan & *Jane Matsuzaki, Charles & Sue Mayeda, 

Mark Mayeda & Debbie Ching, Richard Modiano, Mark & Diane Morimoto, *Victoria Morimoto, Daniel Motobo, 

Jackie Motobo, Tom Nakagiri, *Jean Nakamoto, *Kazuko Nakashima, Eva Nakasone & Ted Nishimura, *May 

Nakasone, *Hiroko Naruo, David Nishina, Anthony & Kori Nobuyuki, Dale & Gail Noriyuki, Dustin Noriyuki, *Kay 

& *Kimi Obana, Fusako Ogasawara, Makoto Ogawa & Sharon Yamauchi, Jino Ok & Aleyna Minamoto-Ok, Quinn 

Okamoto, Margarita Oku, *Tatsumi Omote, *Fujiko Oriba, Mark & Michelle Orne, Craig & Linda Oshinomi, 

*Mitsuko Ota, Ron & Janis Ozaki, *Valda & *John Palacios, *Janet Petersen, Rippey Rense & Annie Chuck, Billy & 

Sandy Saeki, Greg Saeki & Luz Wardlow, Ichiko Sakamoto, Merle & Gail Sharp, Mabel Shimasaki, Mark & Sharlene 

Shinmoto, Catherine Silman, Ken & Sue Sogabe, *Kiyoe Suzuki, *Norm & *Yoshie Tachiki, Dave & Arlene 

Tademaru, *Kagemi & *Katsuko Takata, Randy & Mari Tamura, Michael Tanaka & Jill Ishida, *Misako Tanida, 

Carey & Vicki Tokirio, *Yasushi Udagawa, Dean & Julia Ueda, Kayla Ueda, Kelsey Ueda, *Don Uehara, *Yoshiko 

Uyeno, Ron Wakabayashi & Jane Wong, Julie Wilson & Brett Freitas, Beverly Yahata, *George & *Sheryl Yamada, 

Tom & Judy Yamaguchi, Robert & Peggy Yamamoto, Gail Yoneda, *Art & *Roseann Yoshida, Spencer & Courtney 

Yoshikawa 

Membership Categories: 

 

INDIVIDUAL 

Young Adult:  $50 (Single adult under age 30 yrs.) 

Individual:  $250 (Single Adult age 30 and older) 

Honorary/Senior: Dana Amount (Keiro – age 80 yrs. and older). Dana is generosity of giving freely without 

the expectation of anything in return. Suggested Amount is $125 or more but any 

amount is greatly appreciated. 

FAMILY 

Young Family: $350 (Family under age 35 yrs.) 

Family:    $500 (includes children under age 22 yrs.) 
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April 2026 

Memorial:  Cheryl Tachiyama, Ann Tsutsui 

Special Donation:  Craig Cummings, Sharon & Nelson 

Ishida, Rob Yamamoto 

Special Event Donation:  Sandra Bovey, Alexandra 

Cauley, Annie Chuck, Karen Eguchi, Sherry Imanaka, 

Edward Miyashiro, Florence Nakano, Dale Noriyuki, 

Alan Ouchi, Steven Okazaki, Julia Ueda, Rich Yamashita 

(2), Thomas Yoshikawa 

 

May 2026 

Memorial:  Dianne Belli, Stacy Ino, Dale Ito, Cindy 

Matsubayashi, Kozuye Kay Ochi, Roseann Yoshida 

Obon Sponsorship:  Dianne Belli, Roger Brown, Robyn 

Cohen, Janet Davall, Joyce Enomoto, Sanaye Kita, 

Kochan Co., Inc.(Angel Maid Bakery), Norman Tachiki, 

U.S. Bank, Venice Japanese Community Center 

Special Donation:  Craig Cummings, Joyce Ino, Sharon 

& Nelson Ishida, Sheri Nagata, Kay Obana, Rob 

Yamamoto,  

Special Event Donation:  Anonymous, Dianne Belli, 

Annie Chuck, Joyce Enomoto, Joyce Ino, Joh-Ao Lee, 

Cynthia Lum, Mark Masaoka, Perry Miyake, Janet 

Petersen, Shirley Roberts, Gail Sharp, George Wada, 

Aileen Willoughby, Ronald Yano 

June 2026 

Eitaikyo:  Milnes & Noriko Kurashige 

Funeral:  Kishimoto Family 

Memorial:  Barbara Fukuji, Joyce Ito & Glenn Ichimoto, 

Gerald Iseda, Ritsuo Ito, Shinobu Koda (2), Tim Van 

Loon & Suzie Ito, Bruce Morimoto, David Nishina, 

Sandra Saeki, Gail Sharp, Linda Tanigawa, Karen 

Tokubo, Ann Tsutsui, Nancy Yamamoto 

Obon Donation:  Jill Ishida, Gail Sharp, Catherine 

Silman 

Obon Sponsorship:  Mike & Laurie Amano, Peter Blau, 

Kathy & Craig Bohannan Family, Deborah Ching, Annie 

Chuck & Rip Rense, Traci Eguchi, Kei & Tomoko 

Fukuda, Dan & Susan Fukushima, Phyllis & Eugene 

Hayashibara, Milnes & Noriko Kurashige, Emily 

Mayeda, Kenyon Mayeda, Tom Nakagiri, David Nishina, 

John & Valda Palacios, Merle & Gail Sharp, Kiyoe 

Suzuki, Randy & Mari Tamura, Mike Tanaka & Jill 

Ishida, Carey & Vicki Tokirio, Ron Wakabayashi & Jean 

Wong 

Special Donation:  Craig Cummings, Sharon & Nelson 

Ishida, Milnes & Noriko Kurashige, Jean Nakamoto, 

Kazuko Nakashima, Kay Obana, Judy Yamaguchi, Rob 

Yamamoto, Yo! Media, Thomas Yoshikawa 

Special Event Donation:  Jeff Shimizu 

 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Thank You for Your Donations 


