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Hymn of True Shinjin and the Nenbutsu
( Sho Shin Nen Butsu Ge)

E & & (L 18

The Shoshin Nembutsu Ge or Shoshinge is found at the end of Chapter 2
entitled Practice (Collected Works of Shinran pg. 69) in Shinran’s main work The
Teaching, Practice, Shinjin, and Realization of the True Pure Land Way
(Ken Jodo ShinlJitsu KyoGyoSho Monrui or KyoGyoShinSho).

There are two basic styles of chanting the Shoshinge: Sofu and Gyofu. Sofu
is used for daily appreciation or chanting. Gyofu is used for special services such
as Shinran’s memorial service.

These styles begin on the tone of “Re” or musical note “D” with the words
“Ki Myou Mu Ryou Ju Nyo Rai...” The tempo or speed is 70-90 beats per minute
when applied to Sofu; 70-80 for Gyofu. At the part which begins with “Zendo
Doku Myou Bu Shou I...” the tone changes to “So” or the musical note “G.” When
chanting the Gyofu style the tempo changes to 50-60 beats per minute, and in Sofu
remains at 70-90.

The chanting of Shoshinge is accompanied by the poems or Wasans in
segments of six. In some instances, as in the case of daily chanting, the segments
of poems or Wasan may also number seven or eight depending on their composite
grouping. This style of chanting is attributed to the innovativeness of Rennyo (the
8th Monshu or head priest of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition) and his successors.

The chanting of the Wasans are broken up on 3 tonal groupings and at a
tempo or speed of 50-60 beats per minute. The first or primary set of Nembutsu
and Wasans begins in the tone of “Re” or on the note “D.” The secondary set of
Nembutsu and Wasan begins on the tone of “Mi” or “E.” The third set of
Nembutsu and Wasan begins on the tone of “La” or “A.”

The Eko or dedication continues at 50-60 beats per minute and on the note
Of‘(E‘)) OI' ﬁCMi.)ﬂ

This concludes the short description of how to chant the Shoshin Nembutsu Ge.
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In five kalpas of profound g = ﬁf

thought, he embraced this Vow, = § g1 3
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Pure light, joyful light, the
light of wisdom,

Light constant, inconceivable,
light beyond speaking,

Light surpassing sun and
moon is sent forth, illumining
countless worlds;

The multitudes of beings all
receive this radiance.
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The Name embodying the A &:‘;
Primal Vow is the act of true E2he Fs
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When the one thought-

moment of joy arises, Ry E L.i i
Nirvana is attained without K& @% JE?
severing blind passions; . S o
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But though the light of the sun ﬂ; %f =, B
is veiled by clouds and mists, 5 f8xr BT
Benegth the clouds and mists 5 =N L ©
there 1s brightness, not dark. 3 N . i
When one realizes shinjin, ER ¢ by F 5
seeing and revering and h- KE HE % R
attaining great joy, 5 5 24 I
One immediately leaps & B 3 ® =A
crosswise, closing off the five W BY B3, EY

evil courses.

3

hi nyonik-ko fu un mu

N
AY
7

e

fbb

un mu shi ge myo mu an

L% S8

gyakushin ken kyo dai kyo ki

N

sokuo cho zetsu go aku shu

(56)



. %ﬁ“
All foolish beings, whether

good or evil, %
When they hear and entrust to s
Amida’s universal Vow, Ful
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The masters of India in the
west, who explained the
teaching in treatises,

And the eminent monks of
China and Japan,

Clarified the Great Sage’s true
intent in appearing in this world,
And revealed that Amida’s
Primal Vow accords with

the nature of beings.
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Proclaiming the unexcelled
Mahayana teaching,

He would attain the stage of
joy and be born in the land of
happiness.

Nagarjuna clarifies the
hardship on the overland path
of difficult practice,

And leads us to entrust to the
pleasure on the waterway of
easy practice.
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Bodhisattva Vasubandhu, &
composing a treatise, declares P 3 ﬁf}i 1
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death.
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He discloses the mind that is
single so that all beings be
saved

By Amida’s directing of virtue
through the power of the Pri-
mal Vow.

When persons turns and

enter the great treasure-ocean
of virtue,

Necessarily they join Amida’s
assembly;
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And when they reach that
lotus-held world,

They immediately realize the
body of suchness or dharma-
nature.

Then sporting in the forests of
blind passions, they manifest
transcendent powers;
Entering the garden of birth-
and-death, they assume
various forms to guide others.
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Turning toward the dwelling S & 3
of Master T an-luan, Bt E&}E rﬁ]%
the Emperor of Liang {m% i >
Always paid homage to him . L y
as a bodhisattva. 3 X AL
Bodhiruci, master of the 2 % Bz @
Tripitaka, gave T an-luan the e o «
Pure Land teachings, ¢ 5 >
And T an-luan, burning his g # Z’ *Lfm

scriptures on immortality,
took refuge in the land of bliss.
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In his commentary on the IE; ﬁ POWS Kd
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When foolish beings of delusion A ka,'
and defilement awakens shinjin, o
They realize that birth-and-death gL
is itself nirvana; '
Without fail they reach the ;1
land of immeasurable light X
And universally guide A b
sentient beings to enlightenment.
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Tao-ch’o determined how
difficult it is to fulfill the Path
of Sages,

And reveals that only passage
through the Pure Land gate is
possible for us.

He criticizes self-power
endeavor in the myriad good
practices,

And encourages us solely to
say the fulfilled Name
embodying true virtue.
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With kind concern he teaches

the three characteristics of B2y
entrusting and nonentrusting, i
Compassionately guiding all Al
identically, whether they live V3l
when the dharma survives as SEY
but form, when 1n 1ts last stage, oy
or when it has become extinct. 541
Though persons have committed Jo
evil all their lives, when they

encounter the Primal Vow,

They will reach the world of

peace and realize the perfect

fruit of enlightenment.
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Shan-tao alone in his time noEs
clarified the Buddha’s true — %5 THH®
. I3 H &
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practicers and people of grave N B
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and Name are the causes of C Hid d3h
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When the practicer enters the
great ocean of wisdom, the
Primal Vow,
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They receive the diamondlike I
mind TERL
And accord [with the Vow] in N
one thought-moment of joy; K
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Equally with Vaidehi, they
acquire the threefold insight
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And are immediately brought II
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to attain the eternal bliss of 5 5
dharma-nature.
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Genshin, having broadly H
elucidated the teachings of —.ﬂ:”
Sakyamuni’s lifetime, ~_ .
Wholeheartedly took refuge in —
the land of peace and urges all = +¢
to do so; ~ iEL

Ascertaining that minds devoted

—_ 3
to single practice are Si

CIR—ERE <A

profound, those to sundry
practice, shallow,

He sets forth truly the difference
between the fulfilled land and
the transformed land.
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The person burdened with
extreme evil should simply
say the Name:

Although I too am within
Amida’s grasp,

Passions obstruct my eyes and
[ cannot see the light;
Nevertheless, great
compassion is untiring and
illumines me always.
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Master Genku, well-versed in A E\*A \1%2 SAKE
the Buddha’s teaching, TIRY TEY TR 2 ONMRU
Turned compassionately to N 3
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foolish people, both good and ‘__2‘:"“ #3z TS A
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He transmits the selected
Primal Vow to us of the defiled

world:
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Return to this house of
transmigration, of birth-and-
death,

[s decidedly caused by doubt.
Swift entrance into the city of
tranquility, the uncreated,

Is necessarily brought about
by shinjin.
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The mahasattvas and masters s
who spread the sutras —mr
Save the countless beings of —
utter defilement and evil. B A
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Amida has passed through ten
kalpas now

Since realizing Buddhahood;
Dharma-body’s wheel of light
1s without bound,

Shining on the blind and
ignorant of the world.
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The liberating wheel of light
1s without bound;
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